A POWERFUL analgesic is required free of the undesirable attributes of products derived from the poppy. The work of Schaumann (1940) on the compounds produced from the 4-phenyl-piperidines synthesised by Eisleb (1941) 
by Eisleb (1941) opened the way for a more rapid growth of the conception that analgesic activity can be related to chemical structure and led to the introduction of pethidine. A similar line of investigation with amidone and related compounds (Thorp and others, 1947) showed that the butyl-ethyl ketone and the dimethylamino side chains were the essentials for its analgesic activity. Bergel and his colleagues (1944, 1946) have further explored pethidine derivatives and related compounds, and came to the conclusion that the shape or fit of the molecule as a whole was more important in determining its analgesic activity than any one precise duplication of fractions of the morphine molecule. Many new analgesics have thus been synthesised.
The present paper is concerned with the clinical value of analgeticum NU 896 and of amidone. Analgeticum NU 896 (i-isopropyl 4-phenyl 4-propionoxy piperidine hydrochloride) is related to pethidine, and is not at present marketed. Amidone (dl-2-dimethyl amino-4 ; 4-diphenyI heptan-5-one hydrochloride) is marketed in Great Britain under the trade name of physeptone.
Methods
Pain threshold determinations were made in 86 adults, and changes made in the threshold after the injection of morphine, pethidine, and analgeticum NU 896 recorded. Amidone was not available at first,, but was also injected into 49 of the subjects.
The analgesic power of morphine, amidone, and analgeticum was compared in no patients suffering from acute pain. Nine The pain threshold device used in this work has already been escribed (Glazebrook and Branwood, 1945 Although amidone caused far less respiratory depression than either analgeticum NU 896 or morphine, in the majority of subjects, occasionally, it had quite a marked effect on the respiration, more profound than that of analgeticum (Table IV) . Amidone is less likely to cause euphoria, and the euphoria produced by it is of lesser degree (Table V) . The relative frequency of side effects is given (Table VI) . 
